Post-Screening Discussion Starter Questions

Objective: To build public awareness about the issue of elder abuse and answer general questions
1) What surprised you in the film An Age for Justice, Confronting Elder Abuse in America?
2) Whose story affected you the most?  Why?
3) Elders who have been mistreated are more likely to die prematurely than those who have not experienced abuse.  Abuse can have devastating effects on an elderly individual as we see through the story of Bob Lee.  How else do you think elder abuse affects elders, family members, and society as a whole?

Objective: To prompt a discussion about the issue and provide information about rights of older Americans 
1) Many people think only of physical abuse when they think of elder abuse.  Were you surprised to learn about the instances of other violations such as emotional abuse, neglect, and financial exploitation?  Why, or why not?  
2) The film takes you into the lives of elders whose rights have been violated.  What basic human rights (civil, political, social, cultural, and economic) do you think elders are entitled to?
3) How do you think we, as a country, can work to make sure that elders and their families are informed of their rights?  

Objective: To discuss how the audience members can make a difference for this issue 
1) Think of the support provided to the victims by their families and/or social workers.  How could we help more people care about and take action on this issue?
2) For many elders, they may not be aware that they are being abused or they may be too ashamed to speak up about their abuse.  How can we work to bring this issue into the spotlight?
3) What changes could be made in America to better protect our elders?  How can we begin to implement these changes on a local level?

Objective: To discuss how this issue affects the audience members and their lives
1) How, if at all, did this film change the way you view elders, aging in America, and your personal aging process?
2) This film highlights an issue that seems like it could never happen to ‘you.’ However, as the film shows, it happens to all types of people regardless of gender, race, ethnicity, religion, culture, socio-economic status, or geographic region.  Did you find any similarities between the lives of these elders and their families and your own?
3) How do you feel about the idea that this is a ‘growing crisis’ – that as the number of elderly increase, so will the instances of abuse? 
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